






PRACTICES OF DESIGN, TECHNOLOGY, 
RESEARCH AND INDUSTRY THAT DEPRIVE US 

OF CERTAIN FUTURES, INCLUDING DESTROYING 
THE POSSIBILITY OF A HABITABLE FUTURE.

 DEFUTURING 



OPTIMISING OR IMPROVING THE ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY OF A COMMODITY 

ALSO TENDS TO INCREASE ITS OVERALL 
RATE OF CONSUMPTION.

JEVONS PARADOX



THERE ARE MANY SITUATIONS, WHERE LESS 
TECHNOLOGY AND COMPLEXITY, NOT MORE, 

MAY BE DESIRABLE FOR A SYSTEM.

NEGATECHNOLOGY



PROSPERITY TRANSCENDS MATERIAL 
CONCERNS. BEYOND A CERTAIN THRESHOLD, 

GROWTH NO LONGER CORRELATES WITH 
AN INCREASE IN WELL-BEING. 

 PROSPERITY 
 WITHOUT GROWTH 
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ECOSYSTEMS PROVIDE MANY SO-CALLED 
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES. SOME ARE ESSENTIAL 

FOR LIFE (SUCH AS POLLINATION) AND 
ARE THEN CONSIDERED COMMON GOODS.

 ECOSYSTEM 
 SERVICES 



 NEGATIVE 
 COMMONS 

A SET OF « NEGATIVE » ASSETS 
WE COLLECTIVELY INHERIT THAT NEED TO 

BE TAKEN CARE OF, BUT ALSO POTENTIALLY 
PREVENTED FROM BEING PRODUCED 

IN THE FIRST PLACE.



IT’S NOT THANKS TO CAPITALISM 
BUT TO PROGRESSIVE POLITICS THAT WE 
ARE LIVING LONGER. IN THE ABSENCE OF 

PROGRESSIVE FORCES, GROWTH HAS OFTEN 
WORKED AGAINST SOCIAL PROGRESS.

 CAPITALISM ≠ 
 SOCIAL PROGRESS 



FOSSIL FUELS ARE THE END PRODUCT 
OF MILLIONS OF YEARS OF SUNLIGHT SHINING 

ON PLANTS THAT GET CONVERTED TO OIL 
AND COAL, AND GAS. WE ARE NOW UTILISING 

THE LAST HOURS OF ANCIENT SUNLIGHT. 

 ANCIENT 
 SUNLIGHT



THE POTENTIAL OF PAST AND OFTEN
FORGOTTEN KNOWLEDGE AND

TECHNOLOGIES WHEN IT COMES TO
DESIGNING A SUSTAINABLE SOCIETY.

LOW TECH



AN UNFORESEEABLE EVENT WHICH HAS 
A LOW PROBABILITY OF OCCURRING AND 

WHICH, IF IT DOES OCCUR, HAS FAR-REACHING 
AND EXCEPTIONAL CONSEQUENCES.

BLACK SWAN 
THEORY



GEODIVERSITY BEGETS BIODIVERSITY. 
YOU NEED TO HAVE A DIVERSE GEOLOGICAL 
SETTING IN ORDER TO CREATE THE SET OF 
NICHES THAT YOU NEED FOR VARIOUS LIFE 

FORMS TO SPECIALISE. 

GEODIVERSITY


